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Preached before the Right Honorable 


TheLord Mayor 


ALDERMEN 
L O N D O N, 


G UILDHALL CHAPPEL, 
Upon the Second of September, 1 679. 
Being the day of their Humiliation in|] 
Memory of the late dreadful Fire, | 


[| 
ay 


+ 


By Hengy HesxeTa Reor of Charlewood in Surrey, 1 
and Chaplain in Ondinary to His MAJESTY. | 


LONDON: 


Printed by eA. Godbid, and F., Playford, for Will. Leach , at FIR» 
. Crown im Cornhill, near the Santee” 4, 1679. 
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To the Right Honoundle 


| Sir. 7 4 M-E-S ED, ARDS 

f Lord MavYoOR of LONDON: : 

And to the”) 0 7, 
2, | Honourable Court of, AL vans, p ; 


RiGHrT RENT 6 | val 
$44 = gt Hen I firſt, recerved, "your. "Com mands 
7 P: for the publl /erng of <t this Dy Wriſe,. 
Ws I dere wt ſap, tus that Ldid ſttratly 


Vi. 


SSELIPR rejoice : But” nat pon thaſe. "vas 
| Reaſon that perhaps ſome may mnvidiouſhy ling 
but only that I had.hapes thereby gruen me, that thes 
þ Truths therein were as leon entertained, as 
» (1 am ſure) they 1 were honeſtly 


intended, anid 
4 therefore the more likely to have ſome gud effett 
pon them that beard them. ; 

I am very ſenſible, both bow meanly they wer 


|: dai vered, and how homely worded, but, 
wy A3 


"2 


_—_— - oe a 


rr accepronce wa orb theſ Deſets. And 

oy ks may-in.any little. meaſure promote the great 
FEnAs of Ha and be ſermceable to any in | 
7% Purpoſes of Religion , but eſpecially if they 
* may induce this City to purſue the Methods to Honour 
- and Safety, and to Divine Proteftion, the great 
ws 7 both, I ſball have great cauſe to rejoice 
an my labour, and bleſs God for the Succeſs of it. 
| In Dumble hopes of which, T ſball inſtantly adareſs 
:to bum, hs can groe all theſe Effetts, and who 1s 
thways 5 Frady and forward to do ſo, even God 
 Ahmighty : Who that he may ſtill continue bis 
* Merriss and Compaſſons to this Cul, is and ſball 
P* ' the P rajer of,” 


Right Honourable , 
q ©... | Jour moſt obliged and obedient Servant, 


HEenryY HESKETH. 


WISH *\% 


—_— 


py 
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LaM. 3. 22. 


It i of the Lord's Mercies that we are mt 
conſumed, and becauſe his Compaſions fact not. . 


T is the Ioty of Man to. rejoice 
before the Lord with reverence,. 
tomix humility with his Euchariſts,, 

and to contemper his Joy. in Divine 
Mercy with ſeriouſneſs and fear.” _ 

And it is his happinels thathe reds of 
{omething like this in his moſt ſolemn 
Mournings. The Cauſes of Man's Hu-» 
miliation and Sorrow are. very, rarely 
pureand unmixt, but Mercy mingleth . 
it {elf with his Jucgraents, and the. Sun : 
ſhines even in the midſt of the Shower : - 
Even in the Valley of Action, there is- 
a Door of Hope; and ſome Cauſe of. 
Joy, when there is ſo of Mourning. 

And a great part of Man's. Wiſdom: 
confiſts in this, in knowing how rightly * 
to contemper theſe two ; neither {0 


. Men may-ejoice.in-God's Kindneſs. 


EO moron 


karat, their- SG REe , y hay 
- : ER hey pum 


PT ria 116 to $5 i 
£ JEpIerits.; ns 'cl = cc 
| WY # Mnery, not. Fi (vera 

NC Noh "m0 Jurn the HO 
cr, I how they delerve 


wel *'s. lition of this People, 
a Oph ct CON 5ofed this Oenvodvor; 
: WITS, amon their moſt paſf 0- 
| "Tate: amentatigns, there are FL now 
and then interſperſed Fxpreffions 'of 
Fane 

dit 1s 00 unpleaſant Refcion to 
Who That in this ours alſo ricarty 
oy bez it... We have been brought 
Hah hs Fiery Furnace by our Sins, Bur 
& been brought alſ9 out of jt by 


been plucked as a Fire-brand out of it: - 


WY \ 


Pi 


. not ſo. | | 76th 
) In theſe Circumſtances, I cannot but - 


| 


. with our TESY , and pur 


Divine Mercy. The Fire hath kindled” 


= 


_ 
* 


2007 ; | . 

«: : 
" 
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upon us to high degrees; 'butwve hi 


We have been brought down evers-to- 
the grave; but we have been broughtup- 
2gam fromit. The Judgmentthreaten'd . 
todeſtroy us utterly, but it did not.” We 
were near being conſumed, but we were. 


think it will concern us, to refletequal- 
ly upon both theſe Conditions; that we 
may order our Sacrifice according! to 
the Exigents of both ; mingle Incenſe 


Honey into our bitter Herbs, confeſs our 
many great Sins, that we may be hum- 
bled,and conſider God's greater Mercies, * 
that we may be exalted. It wasthoſe that 
broughtus intodanger; it was theſethat 
brqught us out of it. 

And therefore 1 do not know a more 
becoming Service for this Day, thanto®? 
give Glory to God in both Caſes; -in- 

e-one, by acknowledging our Sins4* 


% 


: $4 


> FerenoecanſumedaddourPrayers,and 
 bumbly:implore the continuance of: the 
 Ame;;that'as we have taſted them; 1 
we may.-ftill ; that: as his Compaſhons 
| havenot, fothey never may fail towards 


Us. 
./- Inwhich Words, thereare two Things 
| Ehiefl ; obſervable. ) 819) | 
c Firſt Something plainly ſuppoſed, ;or 
| imphed, and rhat 1s, That:they were | 
* yery inear being wholly confumed,-and - | 
Seighchagebons © > | 
_ Secondly, Something plainly exprefled, 
andthatis, That gm werenotcon{umed, -| > 
and that it was only of Divine Mercy 
thar they were nor. 
E do not, forget that: this is. defigned 
for a-Fait, and a Day of Humiliation , 
and therefore I takenotice of the firtt; 
-and I cannot but obſerve how God bath 
- mracd our weeping into joy, and there- ; 


forc- 


fore tor cunorhurghltrethen - Up 
ard Now (s 1E8 

our Circumſtances, and oeouſicertdety 
of both, willmake a 'very move Service 
a hakig he firſt, 1 ſhall! only 
In tot 

ofter arihiee hings : bo 
2. & little refret your Memory, in 
calling your Thoughts to'the Con ſide: 
ration of our Judgment and Danges, 
almoſt conſume4. 

TI. Suggeſt how. faſt and ſerved it 
WAS. 

I TE: Prefs'the ſober of it, accor- 
ding to thisDays vious De gnation.” -12 

In ſpeaking to the latter, T ſhall offey 
at three Things too | 

I. Confider our happy Reſcue from 
this Conſumption, we are not conſumed. © + 

I 1. Enquire to what we owe our Re- 
cognitions for it, Gods Mercaes. 

ITI. Search by what Methods theſe 
Mercies, and theſe Deliverances, (the 
Effects of them) may Ge aſſured ſtill oe; | 
us) 'a0r 80 faul. 


TE: "7 


B 2 wich a 


+1: T begin with thefirft.General, and 
| therein with the firft thing. propoſed, 
the-Jntimation- of -the. Danger we were 
in, almoſt conſumed... 'Fhisi is ſufficiently 
implied inchisRecognition, andanhner 
able;to our common: way-of {| king 

mthelikecaſes: When wewouldexpre 

a, great Danger, we commonly 1ay:; 

Without God's great Mercy -we bad periſhed. 
- We were in a fair way to deſtruction; 
and very nearit, andnothing butGod's 
| gracious, and /powerfut - Interpoſition 
- could reſcue us fromit. 

That we were indeed ſo, we need not. 
(one would think) to be told, nor indeed 
can we well ſtand in need of a Remem- 

brancer. Thirteen Years (one would 
think) could'not ſoeffacethe Impreſhon, 
nor wear off the Senſe of {o ttupendious 
a;Judgment, that. there {hould now be 
any. great.necd, cither of: refreſhing our 
Memory, orrenewing our Apprehenfhon. 


6 


_Rilmalicolours, -as/might \arhaze;: and 
 dyowmnin tearsa tender Auiditoryz1or 
017 AYT I a1 ar rep > 
#hine:Anger ther burn-hike Fire! -and 
How lively :a-Preludium was 'it of thy 

_ great Appearance in Wrath, and ofithe 
| Sel Odlagracidert How did :atl the 
| *Fribes:of this great Ciry mourn , -and 
| how did: blackneſs and/horror fit inal 
Faces}: How::didthe Heavens: look 're&d 
| -with' thine Indignation, and 'how did 
the Elements melt with Heat of thy 


| tyranize over us,; and! how did the beſt 
of Servants d reinto the cruelleſt 
of 'Rebels! 'How didvit triumph over 
Alt reſtraints, and {corn all oppofitions 
' made againſt it! In what a little time 
did-it bring down the 'Glory of one of 
the Confiderableſt Cities on Farth, 'and 
Hy its Honour in the Duſt.” 
-.: Howdid the {tately Turrets fall, and 
the beautiful. Palaces fink. into: Confuſi- 


 -» How:Gid that wiorlt or af Maſters chen 


ſecmid Lamentation, aridhow eaſy mign 


onj :Nay; how-(O Lord)'did thine own; 
Portions fall-roo! "aid how?; % 
Symptom was it, that thou! GAG * 
more-beintreated, fmce thouteftus/no- | 


places to fupplicate thee in t*How juſthy 
might the br OE--CONN for us a 


ourdoattthe dolefulAccentsinthe formers 

- How did the delicate City re ang DREAD © 
and how was the Beauty of the Eart buriee 
in Athes! How did the, that afore-time 
was filled with-Troops ; now (fit alonet_ . 
and ſhe that was Queen' of: the Farth 
remain deſolate and unattended} How: . 
was the. fa:thful City beeome: more defor-- 
med than an Hart, and: how tnſtexd-of 
Righteouſneſs there was # Cry-! ow were the 
Chambers of the. Daughters of Iraed.. 
become Habitations only. of Monltets. 
and Dragons, and how-well nnght ths: 
filthy Satyrs dance there! MR" 

How was1{he, whom Kings of theFEarrh. 
admird for her Riches/\d Beauty, be-- 
come now. her | own amazement: /and: 
wonder! How did thoſe that had known heir. 


- tha -afc q ime the Jy of chokarth, 
* now become. the Sorrow and Hatred of 
; her own Sons}, 
: But I muſt; / Siigarkny and not extort 
Blood.inſtcad of Tears: I muſt not kill, 
m_ L } ann only wound , nor grow; 
| cruel .in ; py with theſe Miſeries. | I 
| We 4 Fer remembrance. of theſe 
5.6 and not to bring us really*to re- 
. aq qur foriner tranſports, I would not 
' have theſe things forgotten, and I but 
| comply, with the Inſtitution of this Day, 
in recounting them again, that they 


as NOL. 

IL. And- therefore now paſs on to a 
ſecond aflictive Conſideration, (for yet 
Imuſtdetein you inthediſmal Profec wn. 
J and. that 15 'to-confider how 
' was; for the Almighty ( ſo the Pro: 
phet i in this Chapter) doth not. cauſeleſy 

oi, nor will reve the Children of Mev: 
indeed a la e Enquiry will ſoon 
pore: us, that.in this he did not. 


Man'thereforeaskas they did” F 
| Tir, 22) 8, Wherefore bath the'Lar# done this tf © 
ehis great City ? the Prophet there futnith 4 
eth me with an Anſwer, Becauſe they have 
forſaken the Covenant of the Lord therr God, and 
wor /bipped other Gods, and jerved them ; 1. e. in 
plain Engl , they have ſinned again(t 
their God, they have contemned his - 
Laws, and by their Tranſgreſſions they 
have brought upon themlielves this De- 
{truCtion. t 
And for God's ſake my Brethren how 
juſtly might ſuch an Anſwer be made 
in our Caſe! and how well might God's 
Judgments againſt us be juſtified upon 
the Reaſons of it! I would much rather 
Men's own Thoughtsſhould ſpeak, than 
force meto become their Accuſer. 
I know it isan invidious Task, to re- 
count the Sins of a great Body of Men; 
and I do not delight to rake into the 
Imperfections of my Brethren. It is 
not an acceptable performance, to gg 
to convince Men of their Sins, but yet 
it is necellary that they + them. T'do. 


Hany 


Bot therefore” defire ro become your 
. Tonteflor atthis time, norwoultdTpub- 
» Uſh-our' thame'+to. the infulting of -vur 
+ BurÞbmuſt have liberty to fay, as theſe 
Men by the Prophet do, _ F.'x8. 
The Lord us righteous; for we haverebelled ao ninſt 
_ bin;  in'what inftances, our Confeiences 
' will telt us; and'ro what heights, we 
"racy _ hear, might _— Minds 
peak. It we were equal in Judgments 
"ru City, for which this Komentation 
 waspenn'd, itis certain we haveequalled 
tan finning ; nay, if we had exceeded 
her in. fuftering, it had been bur juſt, 
for we have exceeded her fs, and ( to 
borrow the prophetical Emblem) if the 
were Ahab , we have been Ah-hbah, and 
aot only tranfcribed, but excecded her 
Fornications. 
I the fire kindled upon-us, and pre- 
vailed , it was becauſe we had prepared 
Combuttibles for it; croconfume and feed 
- en, ItwasourSinsthatoyledthe Flames, 
 andfir{tkindted the raging Confumer. 


Fr was: our Wickednels, 'that* more 

than the preceding Drought,” n SZ 

fir:-for burning ; and it was wantof pertis * 
tent Tears, more than of Water; that 

E renderd it unquenchable. Tf rhe Stones 
were calcined in our Walls,” andithe 

Beams conſumed to powder, . it was be- 

. cauſe theſe had cryed each to other , 'as 
unable to ſupport the Load of our 

Frauds and Violences: And if the Al- 

mighty thunderd againit us in Flames, 

it was our Exorbitances that had created 

Clouds for thoſe Thunders to breed:irr; 

If our Habitations tumbled to the 

Farth, it was becauſe our Sins had cla- - 
: mord uptoHeaven; and if God fought 
againſt us in Flames of Fire, it wa5 ig 

« cauſe wehad engaged before in a daring 
and impious Theomachre. 78 
If ourTemples were made Habitationsg 

for Owls, . it was becauſe we had made 

them Dens of Thieves. If our Streets 

were made lurking places for Robbets; : 

it was becauſe we had filled them before 

with Violence. Ifthe Prophets werenot. 


Ts pv 


Es ' 147 
"-40;beifeen amongſt us; it was' becauſe 
exmehad poured contempt upon: them : 
;And:if--the Elders-ſat no more-'m-our 
2+Gates, it was becauſe thoſe Gates had 
| :been corrupted with Injuſtice. ; 
>zf our 'great Conventions and Halls + 
 ..were not, 1t was butto-impoſea Faſt for - Þ: 
aheirformer Plethories. And,in a word,if + 
.-our City was made a fiery Oven, it was 
becauſe we had contracted Drofs, from 
which we needed a refining. If God had 2 
- puniſhed tothe height of our Demerits, ; 
we had not been here now, either to | 
complain of his Severity, or to praiſe | 
his. Mercy... + 
But I paſs from this 'Theme alfo, only 
withthis Requeſt ;- Thatwe ſoberly con- 
fider both theſe things, and entertain 
in our Thoughts a conſtant Memory of 
them. Which towhatexcellent purpoſes 
it may conduce, is the 
LIT. Fhird thing: propoſed: to inti- 
mate. Youhaveraiſed upa Monument 
robe a laſting: Remembrancer of this 
| Judgment, and you have inſtituted this "Ys 
:Day to bea Comment upor 


''þirs —" 
r *:::I do germ totell-you, how:ih this 
you are-prefdented by the Prafticerof* 
all ſober Nations; whohavenotthbughr 
-1it fir, that extraordinary ' Accidents 
P * ſhould be over-rurr with QOblivion;:and 
-Þ- buriedin the commonCrowd of Things;. 
ke andthereforein order to'the preventing 
© he that, have fignalized them with fome 
extraordinary Remarks, ſet afide ſome-- 
Time for their ftated Remembranceand 
. raiſed Monuments and Pillars to perpe- 


tuatethar Remembrance to ſucceeding: 


Apes. Mi 1 
| ._ a I would rather intimate to what. 
| | | excelent Purpoſes this Memory. may 
MY ferve us. I ſhall mention theſe four : 
| I. Tomakeus livein a conſtant fear: 
7K: _ 'of God, and his Judgments. 
- TI Inaſenſeof our own great:Muta-: 
bility, and the uncertainty of. theſe En-- 
Joyments. : 
ITI. Toexcite our careand watchful- 
ne{$againſ{tany Parties of Men, thathave 
-been Inſtrumentsin ſuch Judgments,and 
are ready tobe foagain. © 1/1 4 


a” 7 
na 


" mdignation.. againſt thoſe: Sins; of: our 
 ownithatmay toagain incenſe (God, as to 
permitthem to beſo... -_. gd): 
4]. :To make us ivem an awe of God, 

and his terrible Judgments, than which 
therearenot many rarer Initrements of | 


- Virtue, or moreeftectual toreſtrain Vice. 
 +:<:Who would not fear thee,d thou Kin 
- of Nations,that conſiders thy Greatnels, | 
but-who can chuſe but do 1{o, that ſees 
- thy Judgments, and fuch terrible Speci- 
mens of thy Power and Wrath ! | 
Ido not doubt, but the fight of the 
—_ gt ſuch. awful appre- 
enfions of God, when it was preſent; 
and to Men, in any meaſure inftructed 
in Religion, itwas almoſt impoſlible but 
that it ihould : And therefore I recom- 
mend theſteady Memory of it, in order 
to the perpetuating the ſamegood effect; 
for if Men continue the one, they can 
{carce mils to feel the other. _ 
' Whatjuſtcauſehaveall of us totrem- 
ble before the God of the whole Earth, -þ 


MA LIC, 


* dreadful Inftances of theſe Judgments, 


Nations , arid catt 
look theſtron ities into corifufiont- 
Aly fleſb trrembleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid 
of thy Jadoments, exryeth David, Pfal. 119.120. 
And certainly they that have feen fuch- 


ihe" Tan {9g eafil 
Swenpth of: ungoe 


DT Fecal 6 Gl , 
FE. Efpecially if ( fecondly ) 'they 
conſider, That biey are ftil} fabject to 


the ſame, and in reach of them :' And 
there are not many Meditations more 
effective of humility , and deftrnAtive: 
to-preſumption, and pride, andeonfh- 
dence, than this. | LF 
Tr was the great Folly, as well as-Sirr,. 
of - Jeruſalem, to dwell carelefiyand ſecurelys. 
to ſay, none was beſides her , fhe (Fowld not fit av: 
a Widow, nor know the lofs of Children, as/God: 
chargeth herto-do, 1/2. 47. 8. 7. 7. to glort 
in her ſtrength, and ro think her {elf 
impreenable: AndGodlethertherefore 
fee the folly of her pride,” and vanity of” 


her confhdence. - © + 0 7 
Eities are” 


| And the truth is, moſt'great 


T-" is 


| 4 <6 to fall Brothe Pg folly 
- in their Walls, or the Strenp hy; oor 


if-theſe were ainſt Miſcries, 
per Amulets againſt t Deſirudtion. 

Againſt which Vanity and Danger, it 
were well, for ſuch to continue the 
- Memory of any Judgments that have 
befallen others, but much more ſuch as 
have befallen themſelves. 

It was wn, enough to awaken and 
| humble proud Jer; _ to bid her (as the 
_—y hetdoth Amos 6. 2. ) paſt wwto Calneh 

ee, and from thence go to Hamath the great, 
i 20 down to Gath 7 th Philiſtins, 4: they 
better 8ban thoſe Kingdoms! or their Border greater 
Zhan theſe Nattons ? 
' Another Prophet thought he | faid 
z enough to ſtartle proud Nineveb, by tel- 
ling her (as he did Na. 3. 8, 9.) That ſhe 
ſhonldconfider, whether ſhe were betrer 
than populous No, that was ſituate among the 
|. Rivers, and bad the Water round about it, whoſe 


| {row quget in the Malticle of Hs | 
e, orinthogreatr reatneſsof their Riches; 


| Ranpare was the. Sea, and ber wall from the Sea; 


Ethiopia) 214 Egypt. were ben Strength, 


it.was infinite; Put,axd Lubin were ber Helpers, 
and yet jbe went ito Captivity. - L866 
_. Andthoſethat ſee the ſtrongeſt Cities ' 
fubject to the ſame Deftructions ; and 
dance the {ame Fate before them, hays 
little reaſon-to exempt themſelves from 
it, -or tothink it impoſſible, - But then 
certainly thoſe have much leſs reaſon.z@ 
think ſo, that conſider they themſelves 
formerly have. known. what Miſery 
meant. What befalls others, may. befall 
them too; but what befalls thematone 
time, may do {oat another as well. -; The 
things that have been, may 'be "gal Ins . 
and {he that hath been taught to know 
what it is to ſuffer, hath little reaſon:ta 
magnikie her {elf againſ{tall future. paſſe | 
bility of it. .FTABY 
I TI. Another End, not unprofitabl 

for us (perhaps) in this Matter, may:bg- 
to excite our Lare and Watchfulneſs againſt 
thoſe Men, that, were inftrumental an 
inflicting upon us this Deſtruction; and | 
yet may beready to reporting lame..../; 


So cert Lamnopone (Ithank 
G08). rhat:is;.apt ito entertaiy hard — 
- thoughts of any Men, much -leſs.that T 
"take -pleafure- in- refle&ting on: them : 
And I plainly confeſs to you, 'I' think 
 i&-would'have been next to impoſſible, 
to have induced me to. believe, That 
Men profeſling Chriſtian Religion, thould 
- ever r_ a hand in fach at mg; 'Were 
| Enotconvinced by ther Doctrines, and- 
| fome ſubſequent Practices of the-poſli- 
- bility! of it. 107 VN? 
- It 3s certainly hard for any Man, that 
hath not ſhaken off all Remains -of Reli- 
gion,-and Humanity! too.,. to think it 
poſſible tor Men to be: fo debauched in 
| theone, or ſowholy to haveabandoned 
. the other, as purpoſely to inflict fuch «| > 
tarbarous Cruelties. apon their Fellow Bre: 
thren, and: Fellow Chriſtians. . But fad 
Experience hath taught us, That theſe 
| things-are-poſſible to ſome Men, and 
warranted byitheir very Religion to be 
Driver and Merits. 
Buttherefore: 1 think thete Dottrines., : 


and conſonant-Pre#icts, gondemnirion | 
enough of that Religion, ' and ſufficient - 
warrants for all, that either love/ their 
Souls,or their Safety,to be watchful againſt 
all thoſe that are bigotted/ into a mad 
Zealfor it. *$ 
Thoſe Men that can Fire Cities; and 
dance in the Light of their Flames, are 
(Tam ſure) far enough from the Spivit - 
of Jes vs, whoſe Nane they uſurp, and 
had better derive themſelves from Ners, 
that Monſter of Men, or incarnate Devil. 
But I would not be accounted ſevere 
to any. If theſe things were but azc:dental 
Miſcarriages , and not the natural Iſſues of 
ſome Mens Prinaples: Or were-nor we 
(1 do not know for what reaſon) fliding 
inſenfibly intoa good Opinion and: Be 
lief of their Innocency, ready. toacquit 
them from their Crimes, and to think 
kindly of them; I had wholly waved 
this reflective Period. 5-14 
But finceit is quiteotherwiſe, Ithink 
itnot amiſs, nor very excentrick to my 


Duty, to give.a Caution againſt them, 
hea d anc 


 46ain//1n that Boſom', which'ir hath 
- formerly ſeveral times ſo dangerouſly 
-wonunded, we becomeAcceflariesto' our 
own Ruin, and muſt be pitied only with 
that compaſſion, that belongs to filly and 
incredulous Fools. - {4 44 
JT am for Mercy and Compaſſion, 
- Kindneſs and Charity to all, bur Idonort 
know how to commend it then,” whert it 
{hall be:made advantage of toefte&t our 
own Ruin: 

'F'V. But: fourthly, I have greater 
Enemies to: caution againft,” and more 
dangerous; for wicked Men could have 
| noadvantage againſt us, didnotwwe our 
{elves give it them; nor would God 
mit this Sword of his to wound us; 
- didnotwe by'our Sins incenſe and pro- 
vokehim todo ſo. Ir is theſe thar pur 
the Sword into our Enemies Hand, and 
ttistheſethatarmevil Men againft us. 
- And certainly when. God nor only 
threatens, bur lets us attually feel the 
| fadand bitter Effects of theſe, we. have 
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 :@h4-only ay, ifrwe: warny that' Viper 
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might | day) at Arguments -againit-them, 
ni g/d make a {ad Uſe of God's, Me- 
rhods,. and our own Experiences, it yt 
we-retaina Kindneſs for them. - ; + 

--It was our Saviours advice to the Man 
recovered from; his ſad Inftrmity, Jobs. 
14. Go, and Sin no more, leſt a worſe thing comeaunts 
thee; and it was mighty proper, and like 
to take effect: For they that have fele - 
by a true Experience, what an evil and. 
bitter thing 1t is, to ſi againſt God, one. * 
would think were ina fair way to conver- 
fion ; but they that ſeverely ſuffer, for ' 
theirSins, and yet go.and finagain, their | 


Salvation is next toimpoſhble.  __ 4; _ 
And methinks theſethings might caft- 
ty be applied to us, and our preſent 
ITCUIMUTANCCS.. Ny 4 
That our former Sins.have occalioned 
that Punithment , which we come now 
to remember, we have been told., and 
( would we believe our own ſelves).-might 
beaflured. May wenot then? nay thould' 
.we not take heed of that, whoſe Conle-: 
uences we have. experienced tq be 1d 
>mMendous 2 7 we £ 


*. [1:1 wewould have woomarwel jou yang 
repeated, weknow the Method; and may 
: curing but certainly, if we bewiſe, 
 thallnot do. ſo. If we dread the one, 
; we-ought-to hate the other: If we de- 
| precate the like Puniſhment, we- ought 
toabominate that which cauſed it. -It we 
execrate the In{truments that immedia- bo 
rely inflicted the Deſtruction, fure we 
ought to do 1ſo too, to thoſe Sins that 
 enabledthem:to do fo. 

. Andifwelament our Sins, and bewail 
our Miſery this Day, to any real Purpoſes 
of Religion, or Acceptance, this will be t 
Effe# of ſo doing ; without which, this 

Day, and the Service of it, will be but 
Pageantry and Hypocrifie , which will 
expoſeus to God's Fury, and not entitle us « Þ 
to his Mercy.; cauſe us to fear we ſhall 
be conſumed, inſtead of praifing him 
' that we are not; as we now may, as the 
\ > Second General of the Text intimates to 
us. - I confels thisis not ſo pertinent to 
"the Defignof this Day, but ( blefled be 
God) it-15 proper fcrus; and therefore I 

Hhalltor a Cloſe confiderit. Three. 


- Three /ThingsThave propoſedonthis: | 
Head, Ts athence while I ſpeak: 
to them: "The Theme is grateful, andF: 
hope wethall not grow weary to hearour- 
own Bleſhngs. 4s. 
I The lt is to confder our Reſcue 
fromtheſe Flames, we are not conſumed; ' and 
( blefled be God ) we can ſpeak it upoty 
better Reaſons, than the Prophet in the: | 
Text could. S 
That we are not conſumed, owr own happy: - 
Experiences tell us, and this Religious 
Convention effectually atteſts. We are 
yetalivetopraiſeGod, asThope weſhal 
this Day. | | k 
Bur this is too little for us to ſay : It is: 
t00 mean a Recognition to ſay, we are nh 
conſumed; we can lay alfo,. we are happtly re-- 
covered ; not only etcaped from Dearth, but 
reftored to the happy #trength and vi- 
gour of our former Life. Our City is 
recovered to its former Grandeur ; nay: 
(as'it commonly happens in Refurrectt-- 
ons) to greater Glory. No/ Man:«that: 
hath ſeen our: farmer Temples.  needs'roh 


' weep now. upenthe fight of our /atter; 
"nor;:lament, that our preſent Emporizem-is 
- ſhort of the firſt : For our Buildings are - 
- riſen to a-more glorious Pile, and our 
City to a much more beautiful Frame 
. than formerly. And we need not. be 
+ told this; we lee itdaily, and itis equally 
our wonder and our joy. 
..-.It willbea more ſeaſonableConſidera- 
-tion, to impreſs our "Thoughts with the 
Author of this blefled Preſervation, that 
we may. pay him ſutable Recognitions 
for-it, and that is plainly enough intima- 
ted in the Text to be the Lord, 27 # of the 
Lord's Meraes thatwe are not conſumed. 
\, 1]. That God is indeed the Author of 
- fuch ſignal Preſeryations, as ours, and 
; this Peoples too were, is a Truth fo ve 
- evident upon the Principles of Natural 
| Religion, that I muſt not be ſo rude, as 
to g@about gaining a Belief of it in this 
 Audaience. . 
\-. All Men that have any Belief of the 
| Being of God, or his Proyidence in Go- 
Lyerging the World, or that have any 
©" "te 108 OR WI | "= — _ _1CHc 


ſenſeof Religion, and the Reaſons of it, - 
cannot but have entertained-a Belief'of 
this Trath. | Y AL 
If we believe a God,. we mult believe / 
him to be the firſt great Cauſe, which 
doth- influence and move all the reſt; 
which -neither can -act without hin, 
nor contrary to his determination. © | 
that he that admits the fatal Chain, and 
lays aneceflary Train of Cauſes for all 
things that are, muſt either drive that 
Chain to its firſt Original, or he ſpeaks 
nonſence, and doth not underſtand his 
own Hypotheſis, 21 
yd if we believe Divine Proyidence 
to ſuperintend and order the Aﬀairs of 
the World, we muſt acknowledge this 
upon that Reaſon too. 76d 
I do not go to prove' the Bemg of 
Providence in this place, nor tor give 
Reputation to that idle Eprzrean Fancy, 
upon which a 1/trzſt of this is founded, 
by confuting of it. It is founded upon. 
groſs Miſtake of God, and degrading 
him to the ImperteCtions of Man, who: 
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' becanſe he carnot- withour Trouble 
' mind many things at once,therefor God 
| 


-. Tous, clear teſtimony of this is given, 
by 'him that cannot err, nor deceive; 
and if Sparrow fall not to the pround', without 
our heavenly Father, certainly ſuch grand 
+ Occurrences do not happen, without his 
Government: 

And he that underſtands the Rezaſons 
of his own Religion, will not need to 
be contended: with' about this matter. 


74 teacheth all Men to look upon 
| God, as the prime Originof all Things, 
and-Prayer and Praiſe are the two princi- 
| pal Services of it; and we therefore 
pray to God for Mercies that we want, 
nd praiſe him for thoſe we enjoy, be- 
bans we believe they iflue from him, 
and are diſpoſed by him. 
- Theſe things are equally argumenta- 
tive in all Caſes; but there are (Oome;that 
carry their own Convichons with them, 
had Men no great ſenſe of Religion, to 
induce them to a conſonant belief. 


Sometimes Reſ6ues fromEvilscarry ſuch 
clear Signatures of Drvine Efficiency upon 
them, - at ron i] = _ unoblſer- 
yant thereof, but ongly prompted 
to confeſs with the Egypaun Soxclod 
(in another caſe) This u indced the Finger 
and Power of God, 
- Andtruly I knownot, why I may not 
entitle this ſo to him, upon theſe two 
accounts: P..3 
E. In reſpett of the then preſent. De- 
kverance from this Conſumption. - Fof 
my part, I have often thought, I could 
{ee as clear Siznatures of God's merciful Inv 
terpoſiton, 1n ſtopping the Fire, -as Traces 
of his Anger in the progrets of it. 1 
know not, but the we had evil In{tru- 
ments to promote it ; but I am fure, 
the other 1n ſome places had none to 
obſtruct it. | 
And as if God purpoſely intended 
to remark his Mercy in it, you may 
yet ſee, it {topped in places, where one 
would not only judge. it wnikely, but: 
next to impoſſible 1t ſhould do 10; among-: 
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' Fotten;::dry,* weak” Buildings, which 
' ſhouldrather invite aFlame, than give 
\ check to it. 345-554 
--But-fo: Mercy recovered its Empire 
over Juſtice, and.it pitied the Almighty 
to triumph in farther Executions : His 
Compaſhons faid it was enough, and fixed 
Bounds to the proud Flames ; and fig- yu 
nalized themſelves as much in the Reſcue; 
as Juſtice had before in the Executron, 
IT. Inreſpect of the ſudden Recovery 
and Rebuilding of the City again. He 
that in the midſt - of {uch Deſolations 
and Ruins , ſhould have ' predicted*. 
the Reſtoration: of this City , to that 
Glory it is now in, in ſeven years time; 
would hardly have eſcaped the Cenſure 
of a fale Prophet , bur been thought = 
| to: tell things as far exceeding Belief . 
and Hope, as Ezekiel did, when he pro- 
 pheſfied Life to dry Bones. 

And for this I dare appeal tothe 
fober {enſe of all that hear me, among 


T5. 
whom (I am very confident) few ever 


hoped. to live, to {ce halt of that: per-: - 
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fedtion ; which we! now! for: a:grieat 
_ have been joyful Spectators 
OL, MER» 
But fo-God inſpired Men with Zeal 
and Induſtry, and blefled their'\La- 
bour to almoſt incredible meaſuresz 
and - henceforth the: Men of -this City 
mult appear Men of- great Spirits, to: 
whom: nothing is impoſſible , nothing: 
difficult , eſpecially when: God faith 
Amen to their Reſolutions. F 
' But I muſt not forget to. let you 
know (in the -mid{t of theſe Blef 
ſings) what moved God to ettect them; 
the Text tells us - clearly. his erey; 
nay Mercaes in the plural, nay his 
bowel, tender Meraes ,. as the Original 
1mports. d 
And I would fain know, what-can : 
be ſet up in competition with; it +. 
Alaſs how van, bow groundleſs; »how 
much their own confutation, and; /bame; 
| are all thoſe Thoughts; that: ſhall 
make God a .Debtor to Man, and 
enable. Man upon. any.- Merit 10. boner 


| felf to: challeng Bleſſings fron hin: 
4 have been always apt to believe; 
andiyet am, That. thoſe that ſtand 
upon Terms with God have leaſt 
reaſon to do fo; and thoſe furtheſt 
| from meriting any thing at his hands, 
that pretend a pothbility of - doing 
fo. 1 never yet faw or heard any; 
that when ir came to the Teſt, durſt 
ftand to it. © Tutiſftmum -eft faith the 
great Advocate for 'it; It i ſafeſt: to 
renounce our own, and relie on Chriſt's Merits. 
And All Men when they come to 
dye, do {0 too. And I think thatan ill 
Doctrine to maintain in Life, that all 
Men renounce and flie from at 
Death. 

God knows, and he that beſt 
knows hath told us, That Man at 
his beſt ſtate altogether Vanity , and 
at his worſt z 4 Ly:, and much worſe. 
- His Ryghreouſueſs is ſo very little, that 
it can chim no Bleſſing ; and his Wick 
#ari{ſs 10 very great, that it deferves 
nothing - but - Curfing.. - And how” im- 
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projer and unbecoming” it's; for . 
uch a thing to ſtrut -it' out', and | 
Stand upon Terms with God, judge 
E. | ne 
d But, my Brethren , ler other' Men 
talk at what vain Rates they will, I am 
{ure we have enongh to-reduce us £6 
humnwlity and ſhame; and that is, by r& 
fleting upon the - Sms and* Debaueberits | 
of this Generation. I pointed- at this 
before, and therefore ſhall not now 
cloy you with ungrateful Reputati-- 
ONS. 

I only beg as the Prophet doth,.. 
verſe 40.. of this Chapter, Ezt us ſearch and* 
try our ways ; and if we do, we {hall not 
need any other Method to preſerve: 
us from Vanity. We ſhall ſoon find: 
enough to humble, rather than exalt 
us. 

The only difficulty upon this Search: 
will be, to reſolve: whether our Sins; 
have not ſurmounted God's Mercies; .: 
and whether 'we have not confronted: 
the Miracles of Divine. Kindneſs ;. with. 
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_alnoſt-asgreat; Miracles of, .qur. own 
: BingronkineG -.4 <1 4» + 
zyxDo you. thus requite! the- Lord, O 
fooliſh People:; and unwiſe! And 
dolt thou, , O Lord, - work Deliverances 
r .fuch-! Both + theſe. are equally 
ftrange, equally ſurpriſing : Let- the 
one: be matter. of, our -Humility, and 
theother the magnifying of thy Mercy. 
Not unto as O-Lord not unto us; but unto 
thy Name- be: the praiſe , for thy Truth, and 
for thy Merctes'fake. + - | | 
Let "the People praiſe thee, O God,” Let all 
the: People praiſe thee ! O let the whole 
Nation | exto// and magnfie thee ! Let 
them 1ſay- alway ; Bleſſed -be the Lord, 


74 


who hath pleaſure m the proſperity of his Ser- 


wants; who hath not- puniſhed us as we deſerved, 


and ſaved us for his Mercy and Compaſſun's 
\ »- But: I have one; thing more yet; 


Put 1n his - Judgment remembred his Mercy, I 


for which -to entitle -God and his 
Merey to our + cue" and that 
_ 14 the implacable Ragerand Malice of R 
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ave 1 Ani 


{by the! way;) 1: RE = 

y 

ht "_ cbe- obliged*;ro.- 9008 ot 
ey put of-- an Ntgatr 

Ts tell us: hat, 5 oy, ate, A 

oy: .AFE Fanny CK 


he", Bo hen 


more inrage them; ; when... 
feated-in pnebell(fpP; vielas 
.more carneſt:in anter.;, v 
will eg 


repoft in -carneit that ogg the Pſalm: 
Unkſs God keep. the-City, the Watchman 1 
keth. but tn-vain; And. but. that he- 
done the fir{t,, all care of the other) 
been. tono purpoſe. 

ILL And now I have but onexthing 
more - t0- enquire about, ..but., it iS A 
very . material and important. ONE. /-F- 
How theſe -Mergies: may be; ſecured” to 
w? And how gran Goropalipog, Hoe 


SAR FAquIYY : Shith' i !1"f6- neoglh 
thethofre' nyo to WveRefotution 
ff, »y: howmuchwearefubjet to:the 
5 THIE and have the ſame 
C_—_— 10n5t6 brinpithem 
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Merries, 
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" eutthns eagerly as ever: TheTamic Rea- | 
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and Care ,- that | 
of this \Kvngwom I]. 


bs Vicegerents Safet 


yDorts the: Thte 


Sh Churh. Nite 166 AD noni. - 
in cotijun&ion with 5s —_ all | 
Artemiits of Darkneſs) {fu wn '1 

Gods colon Providence” will be | 

 Qonfuſtoris; © wm ip hy tt | 1 


ME ooo es clearly, 


may 1 mg m_——_—_ 


,h2.yos 


| find your 


hs gl, Laban 
the C1 y ; or tO take "2 
Kine, would. put. their po inwma 
paſtbilities ; but to. do both, waald 
certainly ny them: And therefore - 
cach bave been fingly, and,both:in 
conjunction, in an and projet. 46 

Delevaa ef Carthage, was | Romes great | 
Maxim of-Policy of: old, and it 1s!the 
{ame (till, only changing theScene. - $0 
that we as much need the fame Com- 
paſſions and Mercies to. protec. us|now 
as ever ; hn therefore no Enquiry;can 
be more really concerning , than-hove 
theſe ragy be aſſured to us (till, 

Which Enquiry I do not know how 
more ſafely and cfeftually to relolve;, 
than in theſe Two Di x. | 


1. Be weſure to be duly tharikfulfor 


Sa Mexcies that we. have: edu T6 


ceived. . The Perſons or People that 
are. (0, almoſt;lay an obligation upon 
God to- confer more. - -- 
Conſult Chari Own Breaſts, you' will 
ao: maves. by. this 
ule 


 dyoulſmlfirdfharGodsmovrehify 
thang TRI COT] VL1QO.V7 1 43 2; 
MgoBurixboveall things: be 'wE'fure 


| tocaddiivlineFro:out priijes;' to live hay 
* andibzifian Lives; ts avoid thoſe Sias , 
*#hat provoke” Gods: Indignation: and 
— Wrath againſta-People\"and'ropradtice 
 thoſeGraw/which entitlethenitoDivine 
 'Protedtionand Favour. 3 aloe 
To come out of 'the Fire refmed from 
euriformerBSins;: andt6 permit2our 
Flames to conſume our Drb(s; : By this 
\werthall: comply wit God's great: De- 
fign in them'; 'and-prevent- all nee 'of 
| afarther refining. 1fbythis, che 'Tvipuiry 
af Jacob be ' patped; the Fire-/balh be: kindlled 
apainft 1t no more: LGU L Sf I 71th. 
| ©Leri the hiynp( Temples! execed the 
- former in pufity, asmuchas the materral 
ones ſurpaſs them 'in beauty ; the I- 
hatitants. be as: much; better; -as their 
 Habitations are moreslorious; and'their 
* Zeal for God, Care of his Religion , 
_ Concern for chis Honour, . Obedience 
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to his Commands , be intended; ang 
heightned by theſe great Obligatiqns.® 
This would render us dear, and belo- ? 
ved of God: This would cauſe his Angels : 
to encamp about us, and the Divine Preſence to : 
dwell among us : This would makeGod our 
Sun and our Shield; and entitle us to. hys © 
bleſſmg, and protein too. "RE 
For Holineſs is God's own Nature and * 
Being, and can no more be ſeparated 
from his regards and Care, than a Sun- ! 
beam can be cut off from its Original, | 
and ca{t into Hell. 44 
Upon theſe terms, we may commit 
our {elves andour fafetie unto God, and : 
need not doubt the ſucceſs, We may 
allure our ſelves, that as his Meries have * 
been manifeſted to us, ſo they will ; and 
that as his Compaſſions hitherto have nor, 
ſo for the future they never will fail. Whichy' 
God of his infinite Mercy grant, for his, 
Son Jeſus Chriſt's lake. Amen. oY 
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